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Abstract: Shri Saptakoteshwar is one of the most revered deities of Goa. The history of this deity goes 
back to the eleventh century AD of Kadamba dynasty rule in Goa. This is testified by the coins and 
inscriptions of the Kadamba dynasty. Presently there are ancient temples dedicated to this deity in Goa. 
The original temple site of this deity is believed to be at Naroa Divar, Tiswadi, Goa. It was shifted to 
Naroa, Bicholim Goa during the Portuguese period in the sixteenth century AD. This article mainly 
focuses on the study of antiquity of Shri Saptakoteshwar in Goa, with emphasis on the Pre-Portuguese 
history and heritage remains at the site of temple of Shri Saptakoteshwar, Naroa, Divar and touching 
upon the other ancient temple of Shri Saptakoteshwar at Opa Khandepar to understand the origin of this 
deity in Goa. The sources for this study are fragmentary which includes literary as well as archaeological. 
This article is based on the study of the material remains found at the site, epigraphic and numismatic 
sources as well as the textual references. 


Keywords: Saptakoteshwar, Naroa, Linga, Kadamba, Bicholim, Divar, Inscriptions 


Introduction 

The period of Kadamba dynasty (10 -14" AD) was a golden period in the history of 
Goa. The Goa Kadambas were originally from Banavasi, Karnataka the ancient capital 
of early Kadamba. They had settled themselves in the Halshi district which is known 
as Palasige, which comprised the southern part of the Belgaum district and specially 
Khanapur and Sampagaon talukas of Karnataka, situated on the south-eastern border 
of the Goa territory (Gune, 1979). There is only one good example of Kadamba era 
temple in Goa, which is dedicated to Mahadev at Tambdi Surla. 


Kadamba dynasty rulers were staunch devotees of Shri Saptakoteshwar is proved by the 
coins and inscription, where it finds a mention. The original temple site of Shri 
Saptakoteshwar is believed to be at Naroa, Divar in Tiswadi, dating back to the twelfth 
century AD (Cunha, 1874). Here Shri Saptakoteshwar was worshipped in the form of 
Linga. This temple site faced destruction at the hands of Bahamani rulers (1355-66 AD), 
the same was reconstructed again by Madhav Mantri, Minister of Vijayanagar Empire 
and final destruction happened at the hands of Portuguese in 1540 (Gune, 1979). Due to 
the Portuguese religious persecution on this island, the temple of Shri Saptakoteshwar 
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was shifted to Naroa, Bicholim, where it still continues to be worshipped (Sardessai, 
1934). 


Today, at this site of Shri Saptakoteshwar temple Divar, stands a Chapel of Candeleria 
and next to this chapel is the huge tank in the field called as Madhavachetalem, which 
might have got its name after Madhav Mantri, the Vijayanagar Viceroy (Xavier, 2012). 
The only temple remains, presently survive in the form of a beautifully carved laterite 
tank known as Koti Tirth. Aim of this study is to document the archaeological remains 
found at the historically accepted site of temple of Shri Saptakoteshwar Divar, to trace 
the antiquity of the Saptakoteshwar. An attempt is made to establish that, site is of 
Kadamba period. Further the origin of concept of Saptakoteshwar is interpreted. 


Material remains used for this study are from the Archaeological Survey of India 
Museum, Old Goa. References for coins are taken from online sources of coin collectors 
and from already published literary sources. Scholars like J.F Fleet, Father Henry 
Heras,and Gritli Mitterwallner were among the few to carry out the primary research 
on this temple in the early to the mid nineteenth century. 


Legend of Shri Saptakoteshwar 

There is a legend related to Shri Saptakoteshwar it goes as: thousands of years ago 
saptharishis were doing penance to get one glance of Lord Mahadev. It is said that they 
meditated on the bank of the river for around seven crore years. Lord Mahadev was 
touched by their devotion and appeared before them. At this instance, the saptharishis 
took a bath in the holy water and performed puja. This pleased Lord Mahadev and he 
asked them what they desire from him. One of the rishis said, in order to get your 
glance we chanted very difficult mantras for seven crore years, to mark this episode we 
wish you to stay here forever. Their wish was accepted and thus the temple dedicated 
to Shri Saptakoteshwar came into existence. As a mark of seven crore mahamantras he 
came to be called Saptakoteshwar. As a lord of hrishis he is also called as Saptanath 
(Sardesai, 1934). 


Temple in Literature 

Sahyadri Khanda of the Skanda Purana, mentions the existence of Shri Saptakoteshwar 
temple in Deepwadi Shetra that is Divar in Naroa area. It mentions about the shifting of 
the temple from Tiswadi to Bhatgram that is present day Bicholim. 


In the sixteenth century literature of Portuguese, we find that this island was famous 
among Hindus and was known as Tirtha where Hindus flock in large number for 
prayers. 


Andrea Corsali in his letter of 6 January 1515 written from Cochin to Juliao de Medici 
states as follows: “In the city of Goa and all over India there is an infinity of ancient 
buildings of the gentiles and in a small island near the city called Divari, the 
Portuguese , in order to build the city , have destroyed an ancient temple called 
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Pagode, which was built with marvellous art and contained ancient figures wrought to 
the greatest perfection in a certain black stone, some of which remain standing ruined 
and shattered because these Portuguese care nothing about them. Should I have in 
hand any (figure) thus ruined, I shall send it to your Highness that your highness may 
see how in ancient times sculpture was appreciated everywhere”. 


Friar Antonio- in his letter addressed to king of Portugal on November 4, 1518 write, 
“Sir, there is a great temple in this island of Divar which has much of freestone and 
large part of it is already destroyed. We pray your majesty to make a gift of it to this 
Monastery”. 


Fr. Fransisco Sousa says “was as much venerated by the Hindu Brahmins as the Holy 
Land is by us, on account of a temple of many indulgences and pilgrimages and even 
at present on a certain day of the year, the Hindus hopefully flock there to bathe 
themselves in the margin of the river facing the locality where the temple was formerly 
situated, so that they might not lose their plenary indulgence” (Gomes, 1978). 


Till today a great fair is held annually on Gokul Ashtami the eighth day of the full moon 
of the lunar month of Shravana, in honour of Shri Krishna when pilgrims bathe in this 
sacred water. 


| ie I: a “Typical K Kadamba period ceiling ees Naik) and b- window panel 
(Courtesy: Hall 1992) 


Although sixteenth century AD travellers and writers talk about temple, it is still 
unclear as to which temple they are talking about, in view of the fact that there were 
many temples on this island. Since there are no traces of any temple structures, which 
were destroyed it becomes difficult to substantiate the existence of temples on the basis 
of available material evidences. But it does corroborate to the fact that there existed a 
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grand temple. This is further proved by the temple material used in the Cemetry of 
Nossa Senhora da Piedade Church on the island, which are similar to the Mahadev 
temple at Tambi Surla (Figure 1). 


Archaeological Sources 
Sources pointing towards the existence of Shri Saptakoteshwar temple are few and 
fragmentary. Some of them are as follows: 


Kadamba Records in Inscriptions and Coins: During the twelfth century AD, Goa was 
under the Kadamba rulers. They were staunch devotees of Shri Saptakoteshwar. In the 
literary sources of twelfth century AD we _ find mention of 
‘Srisaptakoteshwarlabdhvarprasad’ and Nija-Radhya Sri saptakoteshwardev’. 


In the Degamve inscription of AD 1174 which is in the Degamve Temple , in Kaayastha 
and Kannada characters or script, in the Sanskrit language it is mentioned that, Queen 
Kamalaadevi wife of King Shivchitta Permaadideva while having secured a required 
grant for the endowment (Agrahaar) to Brahmins released holy water at the feet of Shri 
Saptakoteshwaradeva. Nija-Radhya Sri saptakoteshwardevsripadsanidhyo is mentioned in 
inscription (J.F Fleet, 1870). In the copper plate inscription of JaikeshilIl of year AD 
1187 of Kirihalasige village which is in Sanskrit language, Benares or Kaayastha 
characters, they have mentioned the king as ‘SriSaptakoteshwarlabdhvarprasad 
Srikadambveer]aikeshidev’ (Fleet J.F. 1870). In the Kittur Basava temple stone inscription 
which is in Kannada language and script, of AD 1188 he is mentioned as 
Srisaptakoteshwarlabdhvarprasadveerjaikeshidev’(Fleet J.F. 1870). In the copper plate 
inscription of AD 1247 of ShashtadevIII in Sanskrit language and Nagari 
character, ‘SriSaptakoteshwarlabdhvarprasad’ is mentioned (Fleet J.F. 1870). It is clear from 
this, from twelfth century AD to mid thirteenth century AD until their downfall; Shri 
Saptakoteshwar was revered by the Kadamba rulers (Sardesai, 1934). 


Figure 2: Coin of Jaikeshi (Courtesy: Coinindia.com/galleries-kadambas-goa/html) 
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Kadamba Coinage: The mention of the deity is not just restricted to copper plates but 
can be seen on coins. The Bombay Branch of Royal Asiatic Society has several 
Kadamba coins. On the gold coin of JaikeshilII AD 1210 (Pramod sanvatsar) called as 
Nishk ‘SriSaptakoteshwarlabdhvarveer]aikeshidev’ is mentioned. One gold coin of Jayakesi 
II has an inscription saying “Sri Saptakotisa-Labda-vara-vira-jayakesideva-Malavaramari 
(Figure 2). Gold Coins of Sivachitta (AD 1147-81), and Soyideva (AD 1217-36) also 
mentions the name Saptakotisvara (Figure 3) (Moraes, 1990). 


A mention of the name of Shri Saptakoteshwar on the coins, copper plates, and 
inscriptions points out that the Kadamba kings were staunch followers of Shri 
Saptakoteshwar. With the help of these references, it becomes clear that the Kadamba 
kings venerated the said deity with great devotion. 
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Figure 3: Coins of Soyideva (Courtesy: Coinindia.com/galleries-kadambas-goa/html) 
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Stone Fragments from Temple Site of Shri Saptakoteshwar, Divar 

From the site of the temple of Shri Saptakoteshwar Divar, fragments of temple remains 
of basalt stone were recovered by Gritli Mitterwallner (1983), one is that of a fragment 
of parapet. It is decorated with pilasters and miniature sikharas of slender dimensions 


(Figure 4). 


a 


Similar kinds of parapets are seen in the Kamalanarayan temple at Degamve, Belgaum 
Karnataka (Gune, 1979). Another small fragment exquisitely carved consists of a makara 
with an arrow shooting figure on its kneels (Figure 5). Both the remains are presently 
in the Archaeological Survey of India Museum, Goa. 


Figure 5: Makara Fragment Figure 6: Tank of Shri Saptakoteshwar Temple 
(Courtesy: Mitterwallner 1983) Narve, Divar 
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Apart from these fragments, there is beautiful remains of the lateritic tank. This tank 
must have been from the old temple of Shri Saptakoteshwar. This tank is carved in 
laterite rock with carved niches or devakoshtas which is popularly known as Koti-tirth. 
The tank has steps on all four sides; steps on the left hand are narrow and are 
collapsed. The niches with flat base are carved all over the tank where probably idols 
were placed and lamps were lit. These devakoshtas or niches of bigger size might have 
been used to place an idol which is evident from the flat surface base, with depression 
at the centre. Its beauty speaks a lot about the grandeur of the temple that has existed 
at the site. 


Figure 7: Broken image | Figure 8: Stone Fragments 
(Courtesy: Directorate of Archives and Archaeology Goa) 


Directorate of Archives and Archaeology had carried out the work of desilting of the 
tank in the year 2010 where in they found one broken image. In this image, only the 
legs in padmasana position are visible (Figure 7) and some broken fragments of basalt 
stone which probably were part of a super structure (Figure 8). All these scattered 
remains are the evidence supporting the archaeological richness of the place and its 
antiquity. To further establish the richness of this place excavation needs to be carried 
out on the said site of Shri Saptakoteshwar temple at Divar to understand its association 
with Kadamba period. 


Discussion 

The objective of this study was to trace and locate the evidences for understanding the 
origin of Shri Saptakoteshwar in Goa. Secondly, as Shri Saptakoteshwar temple site, dating 
back to Kadamba period (10th-14" Century AD) is said to be at Divar, the attempt is 
made to study the archaeological material found at this site. But the materials found 
during this study are not enough to conclude that, site at Divar is an original temple 
site of Shri Saptakoteshwar as mentioned in Sahdaydri Khand. As mentioned elsewhere, 
further excavations on this site can throw a light on this temple site. 


Noted historian of Goa, P.P. Shirodkar (1984) has compared the concept of Shri 
Saptakoteshwar with folk cult of Khandoba of Maharashtra and Mitragotri (1999) has 
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compared it with Elukotimahadev of Karnataka. It is possible that, Saptakoteshwar was a 
folk deity, worshipped by Kadamba but it cannot be proved with archaeological data. 
Due to the lack of material evidence to compare the concept of Saptakoteshwar, there is a 
gap in understanding this concept. The scattered evidences documented in this study, 
points towards the existence of temple in Divar Island, but with such meagre material 
remains it is incorrect to conclude anything more on the temple of Shri Sapatakoteshwar 
in Divar. Although the present materials suffice to the existence of temple, but to throw 
light on the temple and in order to establish that it is a Kadmaba period more data is 
required. 


It is also noteworthy that the temple dedicated to Shri Saptakoteshwar is not found in the 
other region of Goa branch of Kadamba, which extended up to the region of Western 
Karnataka that is Halsi area (Heras, 1929). After the destruction of Shri Saptakoteshwar 
temple in Divar by Portuguese, the Linga of the deity is said to be lying in the nearby 
field (Sardesssai, 1934). Later, during the Portuguese regime, devotees brought the 
Shivlinga first to Latambarcem in Bicholim and then to the erstwhile Hindole in 
Bicholim, which came to be known as Naroa. This temple was reconstructed by 
Chattrapati Shivaji in 1667 AD (Sardessai, 1934). Till today Shri Saptakoteshwar is 
worshipped with great devotion. Presently the temple in Bicholim functions as the 
main temple. And other two temples that are Goandongrim, Cancona and Mor Pirla, 
Sanguem Goa are not very popular. Another ancient temple dedicated to Shri 
Spatakoteshwar is at Knandepar Ponda Goa, on the bank of the river Khandepar. Here 
Shri Saptakoteshwar is worshipped in the form of ‘Linga’. Garbagriha of this temple 
consists of rock-cut cave. The temple is built using laterite stones and the door jamb in 
schist stone. 


V.T Gune (1979), is of the opinion that the Goa Kadambas first worshipped Shri 
Saptakoteshwar at Opa, Khandepar and with the expansion of their power they built a 
massive temple in Naroa, Divar in twelfth Century AD. But this claim cannot be 
established on the basis of material remains seen in the temple. The art seen in here is 
not similar to the one found in Divar. 


During the course of conservation work at the temple of Shri Saptakoteshwar Bicholim, 
in 2019-2020, it came to light that the garbagriha of this temple is rock-cut cave and, the 
same is seen at the temple of Shri Saptakoteshwar at Opa. One thing is clear from this 
study is that the antiquity or origin of the concept of Saptakoteshwar in Goa dates back 
to twelfth Century AD on the basis of Kadamba dynasty inscriptional evidences. 


Shortcomings of the Study 

Though this deity is mentioned in inscriptions and coins of Kadamba dynasty rulers, 
ancient temple dedicated to this deity is not found elsewhere in the Kadamba region 
except Goa, which extended up to western Karnataka. One more noteworthy thing is, 
the temple of Saptakoteshwar and the concept of Saptakoteshwar is popular in Goa only. 
One more problem is that, there is no literary evidence of kadamba, mentioning the 


687 


ISSN 2347 — 5463 Heritage: Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies in Archaeology 8.2: 2020 


place name Divar or Deepavati. But there are scattered evidences of Kadamba period 
art on this island. The churches on the island have used the temple remains like 
windows pane, ceiling (Fig.1). It points towards the Hindu antiquity of this island. 


Conclusion 

The construction of Shri Saptakoteshwar temple was ordered by Kadamba King, 
during whose reign that is unknown. The earliest dated evidence to support the 
existence of this temple is that of AD 1174 inscription of Shivchitta Kadamba Pattarani 
Kamaladevi inscription of Palashika or Halsi area of Degamve village. With the present 
archaeological data, it cannot be proved that the temple was at Naroa, Divar. The 
significance of Shri Saptakoteshwar is very well understood by the fact that Kadamba 
Kings glorified it by mentioning its names on coins and inscriptions. Since the 
Kadamba coins have name of this deity it is clear that it was venerated by them and 
also points that it was their family deity. 


All these archaeological evidences prove that, present site of Shri Saptakoteshwar in 
Divar, and moreover the island itself, was a very important site before its final 
destruction by the Portuguese. The island had Kadamba occupation is proved by the 
material seen in the Cemetery of Nossa Senhora da Piedade Church. Father Heras 
(1932), comments in his article titled ‘pre-Portuguese remains in Portuguese India’ that 
the Shivalinga of Shri Saptakoteshwar was first worshipped in Velha Goa at the site of 
Church of St. Cajetan. There is no substantial evidence to support this claim. This was 
an exploratory study and further research from socio-cultural, cultural-anthropological 
point of view, and more archaeological findings can throw more light on the antiquity 
of Shri Saptakoteshwar. 
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